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In times of need, hug a regulator
Bruce Hill Jr., and Kelsey Seeger, USACE Public Affairs

Photos by Deanna Cummings, USACE Durango Regulatory Office
Above are photos taken before and after of a rockslide clearing in the Farmington, NM area in April. The slide sent 
boulders the size of small automobiles crashing into a ditch, cutting off a critical water supply to hundreds of residents.  
New Mexico Governor, Bill Richardson, declared an emergency due to the rock slide cutting off the natural water flow.  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Albuquerque District worked several additional hours to issue the emergency permit 
that would allow for the safe removal of the rock, without adversely impacting the surrounding ecosystem.

	 What do a recent rockslide, Gov-
ernor Bill Richardson, a declared 
emergency, local farmers, the Navajo 
nation, and endangered species all have 
in common?
 They were all factors leading to the 
issuance of an emergency permit by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Regulatory office in Albuquerque.
 A rockslide clogged a Farmington, 
New Mexico irrigation canal over-

night April 10, blocking a critical 
water supply affecting as many as 600 
shareholders, most of them farmers 
and members of the Farmers Mutual 
Ditch Company (FMDC).  The rock 
slide stifled a supplemental water flow 
to more than 10,000 residents prompt-
ing Governor Bill Richardson to sign a 
declaration of disaster April 24, releas-
ing $750,000 to help fund repairs by 
the FMDC on the irrigation system.
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 Though the Corps was able to issue 
an emergency 404 permit by April 20, 
ahead of the Governor’s declaration, 
issuing the permit was not easy.
 Not only did the rockslide block 
the irrigation ditch, but the rocks and 
boulders could not be completely 
discharged into the river due to the 
consequences it might have on two 
endangered fish species, two. . . 
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